
              

        
 
 

 
ALLOTMENT TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
Three-year agreement running between 1 October 2022 to 30 September 2025 

 
1. TENANCY AND RENT  
1.1. The tenancy of an allotment is personal to the Tenant named in the agreement. The Tenant 

must not sublet all or any part, of the allotment without the prior written consent of the 
Parish Council.  

1.2. The tenancy year runs from 1 October to 30 September annually. Invoices will be sent out 
during September/October and payment is due within two weeks of the invoice date.  The 
Parish Council reserves the right to review the rent annually and give the Tenant six months’ 
notice of any proposed increase.  

1.3. A Tenant taking up an allotment after 1 October in any rental year will be invoiced for the 
remainder of that year with a pro-rata amount. 

1.4. A Tenant may voluntarily relinquish their allotment by giving six months’ notice unless there is 
a waiting list enabling the plot to be re-let with immediate effect.  

1.5. The Council will repossess the allotment giving one month’s notice in writing if the Tenant at 
any time contravenes any of the Conditions of this Agreement.  In any such event the Council 
shall not be required to make to the Tenant any payment by way of a refund of rent or of 
compensation,  

1.6. Tenants must inform the Parish Council about any changes to contact details. 
 

2.  CULTIVATION AND USE 
2.1 Tenants must use their allotment for their own personal use and must not carry out any 

business or sell produce from their allotment. 

2.2 Tenants must cultivate a minimum of 75% of the Allotment growing herbs, vegetables, fruit 
and flowers and in such a manner as shall preserve its fertility, and to keep all areas tidy, safe 
and free from flowering weeds, grass and rubbish.  Cultivation requires the tenant to regularly 
dig, mulch, prune and weed 75% of the plot. Compost bins, greenhouses, water butts, poly 
tunnels and fruit cages are also included within the cultivated area as are ornamental flower 
crops. 

2.3 Plants grown which may produce illegal substances are strictly prohibited 
 

3.  COUNCIL RULES 
 Hedges/Paths 

3.1  Where a hedge forms a formal perimeter boundary to the site, Tenants must not assume  
 responsibility for the maintenance. 



 
3.2 Land/paths between allotment plots and any tracks must be kept free of weeds and 

obstructions by all neighbouring Tenants. 
 

3.3  No Tenant may erect a fence or any method of enclosure, whether temporary or permanent, 
 around their plot 

           Trees 
3.4     Tenants shall not plant any trees except fruit trees, of which there is a limit of two per  

 tenant.   Permission will not be given for planting Leylandii. Fruit trees must be managed and         
 maintained. 

3.5    Tenants must not, without the written consent of the Council, cut or prune any timber or other 
tree which form part of the overall allotment site landscape as this is the responsibility of the 
Council. 

          Inspection and Access 
3.6  The allotment (and any shed, greenhouse or polytunnel on it) may be inspected by an 

authorised Officer or member of the Council or the Police at any time and Tenants must give 
access as required of them, with or without notice. 

          Tenants are required to clearly display their plot number (eg laminated A4 sheet attached to  
           shed or greenhouse) 

     Ponds  
3.7     Ponds will not be allowed in the allotment gardens.   

 Water 
3.8    The Council will provide water points for the use of allotment Tenants.  Tenants will ensure that 

such water points are not contaminated by pesticide or any other contaminant.  Water points 
will be shut off during winter months.  Any use of pumps or sprinklers from these water points 
is prohibited. 

 

 3.9   The water points are not suitable for drinking water due to the risk of legionella. 

3.10   Water butts are allowed but must have a closed lid. 

3.11  Water baths are not allowed, unless already on site and being used. Must have a means to 
secure the top.  

          Bonfires 
3.12  No bonfires will be allowed (except with written permission from the Parish Council) between 1  

May and 30 September.  The Tenant must exercise due consideration for other allotment 
holders and neighbouring properties when having bonfires and these should only be lit in 
extreme circumstances.  When a bonfire is lit, under no circumstances should it be left 
unattended until it has fully burnt out or has been safely extinguished by the Tenant. 

          Rubbish and Composting 
 3.13 Tenants are responsible for providing their own suitable compost bin and all vegetative matter 

from the maintenance of individual plots must be composted on that plot. 
  
 3.14 Refuse and waste from outside the plot must not be brought into the allotment site for disposal,  

the exception being manure which may be brought onto site in reasonable quantities providing 
it is stored in a manner which does not infringe on tracks, paths or neighbouring plots.  



  
 3.15 Certain items are not allowed to be brought onto the site at any times, such as carpet, tyres,  

 concrete and asbestos. 
 
 3.16  Tenants are expected to dispose of all rubbish that is not compostable by removal from the site. 

           Barbed Wire/Razor Wire 
 3.17  Tenants shall not bring or allow the use of barbed or razor wire anywhere on the allotment site. 

           Causing Nuisance 
 3.18  Tenants and  visitors shall not discriminate, harass, bully or victimise any other Tenant, or 

Officer acting on behalf of the Council or owner/occupier of adjoining land or property on the  
 ground of race, colour, ethnic or national origin, social origin, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, belief, gender, marital status, age, sexual orientation sexuality, medical 
condition, disability or disadvantage by any condition. 

 
     3.19  Tenants shall not enter onto any other allotment garden, interfere with crops, or take produce  

     without that Tenant’s express permission. 
 
     3.20  Tenants shall not obstruct or encroach by cultivation or construction on any path or drive set out  
               by the Council for the use of the occupiers of the allotment site. 

       Hazardous Materials 
3.21  Asbestos is prohibited.  If asbestos is discovered Tenants must inform an authorised Officer of  
          the Council immediately. 
 
3.22  Poisons, Chemicals or hazardous substances must be kept in a sealed plastic container if stored   
          on site to prevent soil contamination if  there is a spillage and they should be treated as  
          hazardous waste and disposed of as outlined in the manufacturer’s instructions.  If materials 
          cannot be kept in a sealed plastic container they must not be left on site between use. 

        Site Security 
3.23  All Tenants and authorised persons must ensure gates are shut on entry and departure to deter  
          access by unauthorised persons or animals.  This applies even if the gate is found open upon  
          arrival/departure. 

        Parking/Speed Limits/Vehicles 
3.24   Tenants shall not park any vehicle on any track within the allotment site or elsewhere on the 
           allotment site so as to cause a blockage, other than for short-term loading/unloading. 
 
3.25   Vehicle size is restricted to cars, with or without small trailers, and light commercial vehicles.  
           Permission must be sought from the Council to bring larger vehicles onto site. 
 
4. PEST CONTROL, DOGS AND BEES 
4.1  Pest Control - It is the responsibility of all Tenants to report any rodent activity to the Clerk to 

 the Council. 
 

4.2  Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times. 
 



4.3 Bees – Tenants must apply to the Council prior to installing a bee-hive on the allotments. Failure 
to seek appropriate permission will result in the timely removal of the hive and the cessation of 
the tenancy. Full details of the rules for keeping bees are available in the Parish Council office. 

 
4.4 Chickens - Tenants must apply to the Council prior to keeping chickens on the allotments. 

Failure to seek appropriate permission will result in the timely removal of them and the 
cessation of the tenancy. Full details of the rules for keeping chickens are available in the Parish 
Council office. 

5. AUTHORISED/UNAUTHORISED PERSONS 
5.1 Only the Tenant, or a person accompanied by the Tenant is allowed on the site. 

5.2 Any Officer or Councillor authorised by the Council may order any person on the site in breach 
of these rules to leave immediately. 

5.3 Action will be taken against any Tenant who the Council reasonably believes is responsible for 
allowing unauthorized persons on the allotment site. 
 

6. FOOTPATHS 
6.1 Shared paths between two allotments must be maintained and kept cut by each adjoining Tenant.  

All paths must be kept clear of obstructions at all times and must be clearly defined and at least 
0.6m/2ft wide. 
 

7. SHEDS, GREENHOUSES, POLYTUNNELS AND OTHER STRUCTURES 
7.1 Tenants may erect one shed and one greenhouse or polytunnel on their plot.  These structures 

require prior permission from the Council. Greenhouses will only be allowed if polycarbonate is 
used instead of glass.  Sheds, greenhouses/polytunnels must be no larger than 1.85m x 
2.45m/6ft x 8ft.   No other structures may be placed on any allotment. 

7.1 Any structure on an allotment must be in accordance with the Council’s specifications and 
maintained in a safe state of repair and not made from hazardous materials.  If the Council is 
not satisfied with the state of the structure the Tenant must either repair it to the Council’s 
satisfaction or remove it within one month of instruction to do so.  If the structure is not 
removed after one month, the Council may remove it and charge the Tenant the full cost of 
removal and disposal. Fruit cages are exempt from this requirement. 

7.2 All structures must be adequately secured to the ground to prevent uplift. 

7.3 Departing Tenants shall remove any items from their plot before the end of their tenancy.  The 
Council will remove any such material not removed by the Tenant.  The full cost of disposal shall 
be charged to the outgoing Tenant. 

7.4 Departing Tenants may transfer ownership of any structure to the incoming Tenant. 

7.5 Structures may only be used in conjunction with the proper cultivation of the allotment.  No 
trade or business may be carried out from any structure on any allotment. 

7.6 Tenants shall not themselves nor permit others to sleep overnight or otherwise take up 
residence either temporarily or permanently in any structure on any allotment site. 

7.7 Motor vehicles and trailers may not be parked overnight nor kept on any allotment. 

7.8 The tenant shall not store any items on their allotment other than those to be used in the 
cultivation of their plot. 



8. CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES AND NOTICES 
8.1 Tenants must keep the council up to date with home address, telephone number and email 

address. 

9. TERMINATION BY THE COUNCIL 
9.1 The Council may terminate any allotment Tenancy in any of the following ways: 

 
(a) By giving six months’ notice in writing from the Council, expiring at any time. 
(b) At any time after three calendar months written notice by the Council that the allotment is 

required for a purpose other than agriculture to which it has been appropriated under any 
statutory provisions. 

(c) By giving 40 days’ written notice to quit if: 
 

(i) The rent is in arrears for 28 days or more whether formally demanded or not; or 
(ii) The Tenant or any Co-worker is in breach of any of these rules or of their tenancy 

agreement.  However, any breach of rules related to the cultivation of the allotment 
can only be grounds for notice to be given if at least three months have elapsed since 
the commencement of the Tenancy; or 

(iii) On the death of the named Tenant, the Tenancy will cease automatically.  However, 
the Tenancy may be transferred to a family member or a named Co-worker, at the 
discretion of the Council, should either of those people wish to continue the Tenancy. 

9.1 At the termination of the Tenancy the outgoing Tenant shall leave the allotment plot in the 
state and condition as agreed with the council following inspection.   Should the condition by 
significantly lower than the standard agreed, due to neglect or misuse, the Council reserve the 
right to charge the outgoing Tenant for the cost of works to bring the plot up to the standard 
required. 

  
10. TERMINATION BY THE TENANT 
          The Tenant may terminate the tenancy at any time by giving 28 days notice in writing to the 

Council.  If a Tenant decides to stop cultivating an allotment part way through a year, they must 
notify the Council so that the allotment may be let to a new Tenant without delay. 

 
11. COUNCIL’S RESPONSIBILITIES 

   11.1   Lyndhurst Parish Council, either directly or through external contractors acknowledges the 
              following responsibilities: 

• Maintain waiting lists, letting of plots, rent collection, terminations, enforcement of rules, 
regular audits and inspections.  

• Repairs to site perimeter fences, gates and water installations, maintenance of tracks 
(including their grass cutting) and vacant plot management.  Maintenance of perimeter 
hedges and ditches both inside and outside of the allotment site. 

11.2  The Council is not liable for loss by accident, fire, theft or damage of any structures, tools, plants 
or contents on the allotments.  Tenants are advised not to store any items of value on the 
allotment and to ensure they have adequate insurance in place. 


