
Cemetery Information and Regulations 

Bolton’s Bench Cemetery, Lyndhurst 
(November 2022) 

 

The below information and regulations apply to Lyndhurst Cemetery at Bolton’s Bench which is owned 
and maintained by Lyndhurst Parish Council.  As it is consecrated ground, all who are concerned with 
the interment of remains will ensure that these regulations are understood by the legal 
representatives and Funeral Directors involved. 
There is a separate area for people of the Roman Catholic faith within the Cemetery.   
 
Right of Interment 
 
The persons entitled to be interred or have ashes buried in Lyndhurst Parish Council Cemetery are: 

a. Those whose home address, at the time of their death was in the civil parish of Lyndhurst. 
This includes persons who, at the time of death were in a hospital, hospice or home for the 
elderly but, immediately prior to that, were residents of the civil parish of Lyndhurst. 
 

b. Those whose home address, at the time of their death was not in the civil Parish of 
Lyndhurst, but had an exceptional link to the parish will be considered for interment.  The 
decision of the Council will be final in this instance. 

 
Those described in (b), being non-parishioner at the time of death, will be charged the current 
surcharge fee for non-parishioners of the civil parish. 
 
General 
 
1. Notice of every interment on a form to be provided by the Council must be given at least 2 

working days previous to such interment taking place to Lyndhurst Parish Council, Adj. 
Community Centre, Main Car Park, Lyndhurst, SO43 7NY between 0900 and 1200 hours Monday 
to Friday inclusive.  No notice can be received between 12.00 hours Friday and 0900 hours on 
the following Monday. 
 

2. The hours of interment will be between the hours of 0900 hours and 1600 hours.   
No interments will take place on Saturdays, Sundays or Bank Holidays, except in exceptional 
circumstances when all fees will be tripled. 
 

3. The Certificate of the Register of Deaths, or a Coroner when an inquest has been held, must be 
given to the Clerk, or nominated person before an interment can take place.  Interments will 
not be allowed without this form. 
 

4. All fees and charges to be paid to the Clerk at the time of giving notice. 
 

5. The selection of the grave space will be made by the Clerk or other authorised Representative 
of the Council.  

 
6. The Exclusive Rights of Burial will need to be purchased to be interred at Lyndhurst Cemetery.  

The Exclusive Rights of Burial will be granted for 100 years. It should be noted that it is the Right 
of Burial to a grave space that has been purchased and not the land which remains in the 
ownership of Lyndhurst Parish Council. 

 
7. Lawn section burial plots may provide space for two burials, at double depth, six subsequent 

interments of cremated remains in caskets and a further six scatterings of ashes below ground 
(without caskets). Casket size should not exceed 220mm (H), 330mm (L) and 220mm (W). 

 



8. A cremated remains plot may provide space for up to four interments of cremated remains in 

caskets and a further two scatterings of ashes below ground (without caskets). Casket size 

should not exceed 220mm (H), 330mm (L) and 220mm (W).  

9. The owner of an Exclusive Rights of Bural shall maintain the grave in good order and condition 
to the satisfaction of the Clerk.  This includes any memorial erected on the grave. 

 
10. Upon the death of the owner of the Exclusive Right of Burial it is necessary to transfer the rights 

to a living person so that any future burials (if appropriate) can take place and a memorial can 
be placed on the grave.  A transfer is also needed if an existing memorial needs replacing, 
renovating or cleaning.  The owner of the rights is permitted to be buried within their grave 
space without this transfer taking place.  

 
11. Notice will not automatically be given that an Exclusive Rights of Burial has lapsed.  Once it has 

lapsed no further interments or memorials will be permitted unless the grave is re-purchased. 
 
12. The grantee(s) of the Exclusive Rights of Burial is responsible for informing the Council if the 

Deed of Grant has been lost or misplaced and must request a Deed of Grant reissue from the 
Parish Council.  A statutory declaration will be required.  Reissuing the Exclusive Right of Burial 
Deed of Grant, if lost, will incur an administration fee. 

 
13. No animal interments are permitted within the Cemetery. 
 
14. Dogs are allowed in the Cemetery provided they are kept on a lead. 
 
15. Kerbstones or fencing around graves is not permitted. Old kerbstones may be removed for 

maintenance, no new kerbs are allowed to replace old ones. 
 
Burials and cremated remains 
 
16. No body shall be buried in a grave so that any part of the coffin is at a depth of less than 3 feet 6 

inches below the level of the ground adjoining the grave. 
 

17. No body shall be buried in a grave unless the coffin is separated effectively by not less than a 6 
inch layer of earth form any other coffin already in the grave. 

 
18. Where any grave is re-opened for the purpose of making another interment therein, no person 

shall disturb any human remains or remove any soil. 
 
19. When a burial takes place the Funeral Director shall be responsible for placing a marker on the 

grave indicating the name of the deceased and this responsibility shall last until a permanent 
monument is erected on the burial plot. 

 
20. Ashes will be buried in graves at least one foot in front of the headstone to allow for ground 

anchor fixing. Scattering of ashes is only permitted in the cremation circle or on family graves as 
directed by the Clerk. In addition, a member of the authority, Registered Funeral Director or a 
Clergyman must be present.  Unofficial scattering of ashes is illegal and not permitted as various 
Laws and Regulations must be adhered to and records completed as to the final disposal of the 
remains. 

 
21. The appropriate place for the scattering of ashes is the Circle of Remembrance. 
 
22. A register of all burials and scatterings will be kept in the Council office where at all times 

reasonable searches may be requested and certified extracts obtained from the Clerk upon 
payment of the appropriate fee. 

 



23. After interment no body or remains may be removed from a burial or cremated remains plot 
without the production of an ecclesiastical faculty and/or Home Office Licence for exhumation 
required by law. Original documents will be required for this purpose.  All burial and cremated 
remains exhumations must adhere to the Local Authorities’ Cemetery Order 1977. 

 
Grave digging 
 
24. Gravediggers must be current holders of indemnity insurance which should be always available 

for inspection. Failure to comply will mean they will not be allowed into the Cemetery. 
 

25. In all cases, whether the grave is hand dug or a mechanical digger is used, the Funeral Director 
and any contractors appointed by him shall comply with all of the provisions contained within 
the latest Code of Practice issued by the Institute of Burial and Cremation Management relating 
to grave digging.  In particular, the Funeral Director and any contractors shall be responsible for 
complying with all aspects of Health and Safety legislation relating to the digging, opening and 
backfilling of graves. 

 
26. Graves shall not be dug more than 48 hours before an interment is due to take place and the 

area of the grave shall be entirely backfilled and made good on the day of interment. 
 
27. As soon as possible the ground should be seeded or turfed, and the turf shall not be removed 

except for additional approved interments, exhumations, or the placing of authorised 
memorials.  Removal of turf, for reasons other than previously stated, will entitle the Parish 
Council to take proceedings to recover the cost of the said turf. 

 
Memorials, flowers, and memorabilia 
 
28. No memorial of any description shall be erected without the prior written approval of the Parish 

Council.   
 

29. The use of a BRAMM registered Stone Masons or other recognised professional body will be 
required. 

 
30. Suitable foundations must be provided in order to prevent memorials from sinking and must be 

constructed in accordance with British Standard 8415 for the Installation of Memorials. Stone 
Masons are also required to follow the BRAMM blue book or NAMM Code of Practice. 

 
31. The person responsible for erecting, fixing, moving or transporting material must provide all 

necessary tools, equipment and labour.  All spare soil must be moved, and the area cleared and 
cleaned on completion of works. 

 
32. No memorial, other than a headstone not exceeding 4ft 6ins (1350mm) in height shall be 

permitted to be erected on any grave.  Any flower vase or other container is to be an integral 
part of the memorial.  Glass vases are not permitted. 

 
33. In all cases, designs, dimensions and inscriptions proposed must be submitted to the Clerk for 

approval whose decision shall be final. Any contemplated work not provided for as above will 
be the subject of arrangement and fees with the Council.  Memorials are to be in good taste 
and similar to the memorials already in place.  Only two etchings are allowed with subdued 
colours and appropriate depictions. 

 
34. The Parish Council have the power to remove any memorial which they deem objectionable or 

of unauthorised type or size or which have fallen into decay or is classified as unsafe.  
 



35. The ownership of a memorial and the responsibility for its safety remain with the family of the 
deceased person/s and they are responsible for any cost incurred in making the memorial safe. 
Grave owners must keep their contact details up to date with the Parish Council. 

 
36. Routine inspections will be undertaken, and the right is reserved by the Parish Council to take 

such action as it thinks fit at any time in order to maintain public safety.  Reasonable attempts 
will be made to contact families where possible when a memorial is considered to be in need of 
repair.  No cost will be incurred by the Parish Council unless absolutely necessary and such costs 
will be recovered from the relatives if remedial action has to be taken by the Parish Council. 

 
37. The Parish Council strongly recommends all grave owners obtain appropriate memorial 

insurance and regularly maintain or check them for safety.  The Parish Council will not be 
responsible for any damage, theft or vandalism or any other circumstance beyond its control. 

 
38. No memorial is to be removed for any purpose without the previous consent of the Clerk.  Once 

consent has been granted the Parish Council must be notified before any memorial is removed 
or replaced.  When the memorial is removed the grave should be marked indicating the name/s 
of the person/s in the grave. 

 
39. Floral tributes, whether real or artificial flowers, will be removed when they have deteriorated, 

at the Groundsman’s discretion.  Memorial wreaths at Christmas, whether real or artificial, will 
be removed around mid-January. 

 
40. Small shrubs, plants or flowers may, subject to approval of the Parish Council, be placed over 

graves, but not in the lawn burial sections of the Cemetery.  The Parish Council reserves the 
right to prune, cut down or dig up and remove any of the shrubs, plants, or flowers at any time 
when, in their opinion, the same has become unsightly or overgrown or its necessary for 
allowing the grave to be used again. 

 
41. Water is provided in tanks alongside the northern side of the Chapel.  This water is for floral 

tributes and NOT drinking water. 
 
42. Other tributes such as toys, personal effects, photographs etc are permitted on a grave if of 

good taste, but no more than two in number on any grave.  No solar lights are permitted. 
 
43. The Parish Council retains the right to remove authorised memorabilia to gain access to burial 

plots to facilitate grounds maintenance.  Unauthorised memorabilia which have not been 
approved by the Clerk will be removed. 

 
44. No items of memorabilia are to be placed in/on the Circle of Remembrance.  A plaque can be 

added to the wall subject to approval by the Clerk. 
 
45. Memorial benches are permitted but are subject to space limitations. The bench will be 

supplied by the Parish Council and charged accordingly.  It will be installed at an agreed location 
(not next to a grave). The bench will be for public use and the Parish Council will maintain the 
bench for a period of 10 years. After this period the Parish Council reserves the right to remove 
and replace the bench with a newly donated one. 

 
46. The planting of memorial trees is at the discretion of the Parish Council and prior permission 

must be obtained.  Trees will be maintained by pruning, etc at the discretion of the Parish 
Council. 

 
47. The Parish Clerk’s decision in respect of all matters in interpretation of these Regulations and all 

matters relating to the management of the Cemetery administered by Lyndhurst Parish Council 
shall be final. 


